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Farming society

appoints its first

female president

BY GEMMA MACKENZIE

The Royal Northern Agri-
cultural Society (RINAS)
has appointed Janelle An-
derson as its first ever fe-
male president.

The historic appoint-
ment will see Ms Anderson
become the first woman to
take on the reins of the so-
ciety, which formed in
1843.

Ms Anderson, 36, said
her appointment reflected
the changing face of Scot-

“Compared to when I
was a little girl, the number

“Females
involved with all
different aspects
of agriculture”

of females actively involved
in agriculture is alothigher
now,” she said.

“And it's now more com-
mon to see females in-
volved with all different as-
pects of agriculture.”

She said she was excited
about her new role and
hoped the society could
mark the milestone of hav-
ing its first female presi-
dent throughout the year,

For example, RNAS
plans to have a line-up of
female-only judges at next
year’s Spring Show.

BREAKING MOULD: RNAS president Janelle Anderson

with the chain of office. Photograph: Kenny Elrick

Ms Anderson, who hails
from Easterton Farm, near
Old Rayne, is a familiar face
in the agricultural commu-
nity.

Away from her day job at
grain co-operative Ab-
erdeen Grain, where she
manages the co-op’s ad-
ministration, she is in-
volved with various differ-

ent agricultural
organisations and soci-
eties.

She has been a director at
RNAS for nine years, and is
currently the vice-chair-
woman of the North East of
Scotland Farm Manage-
ment Association and sec-
retary of the North-East
Aberdeen-Angus Club,

which organises the Black
Beauty Bonanza every
Vear.

She previously held the
position of north region
chairwoman for the Scot-
tish Association of Young
Farmers' Club, and two
vears ago was presented
the RNAS under-35 award
for her services to the sec-
tor.

She has also represented
Scotland at the biennial
conference of the Roval
Agricultural Society of the
Commonwealth in Canada,
New Zealand and Zambia
as well as chairing the Next
Generation group when
the conference came to
Scotland in 2010.

Juining Ms Anderson to ‘

head up the RNAS team are |

senior vice-president Rob-
bie Newlands and junior
vice-president Rodney
Blackhall.

Mr Newlands farms at
Cluny, Forres, while Mr
Blackhall farms at Balbri-
die, Banchory. The society
rules mean Mr Newlands
will go on to become pres-
ident next year, while Mr

Blackhall will move up to |

the role of senior vice-pres-
ident before taking on the
presidency in 2018.

RNAS has around 900

members and 40 directors

from across the agricul- |
tural community sit on its |

board.



